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A Broken Promise
by T im  S w a n n
S ee in g  o n  TV the h o rrib le  in c id e n t i n  A urora , C olorado, w here a  tw en ty  - 
fo u r-y e a r-o ld  m a n  sh o t severed people a t  a movie t hea ter, k illin g ' d o z e n  or so, 
b r in g s  t o  m in d  a n  in c id e n t th a t  h a p p en ed  t o  m e  in  1980. I  w av w orking a t  
Lone Star Steel C om pany n ea r D a in g erfie ld , Texas. A ll em ployees a lte r n a te d  
sh ifts  weekly, one week  o n  days, next  week o n  swing- sh ift, an d  n e x t o n  grave- 
yard  sh ift  B efore g o in g  in  fo r m y g ra ve ya rd  sh ift o n  S a tu rd a y , J u n e  21,
1980, I  prom ised m y wife th a t  we would go  to  church the n e x t m orn ing . Since 
we were m em bers o f t h e  Ba p tis t d e n o m in a tio n  a n d  new to  tow n, we decided to  
g o  to  the Firs t Ba p tis t Church o f D a in g erfie ld .
A fter w orking m y  shift, I  g o t  h o m e  a t  a b o u t 7:30 A.M. I  never could g e t  
used to  w orking a l l  n ig h t. My wife rem inded  me o f m y promise to  ta ke  h er
a n d  o u r tw o-year-old  so n  to  church, fe e lin g ' sleepy, I  
la y  d o w n  and told h er to  wake me up a t  10:30 AM . 
fa llin g  asleep in sta n tly , I  w as aw akened  ny m y wife 
a t l 0 : 3 0 A M .  I  told h er I  was  ju s t too  tired  and there 
was no w ay I  could take them , a n d  I  w en t back to  
sleep. She woke me up a t  a b o u t  1:00 P.M. a n d  
said there were new s helicop ters fly in g  a l l  a ro u n d  
tow n. W e tu rn ed  o n  th e  TV a n d / aw  th a t  a m a n  
nam ed A lb ert L ee K ing  had  walked in to  th e  Firs t 
Ba p tis t Church, th e  o n e  w e  had  p la n n e d  o n  a tte n d ­
ing , a n d  opened fir e  o n  th e  co n g re g a tio n  w ith a  m a ­
c h in e  g u n , k illin g  fiv e  a n d  in ju rin g  a  d o ze n  m o re  
O ne o f th e  v ic tim s w as a m a n  th a t  I  worked w ith  a t  th e  s tee l m ill.
I  h a te  to  b re a k  a  prom ise, b u t th is  tim e  I was  th a n k fu l I  d id .
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